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Marianne O'Kane Boal has a BA Hons Degree in History of Art and English and an MA Hons Degree in American Literature.  She acted as Art Advisor and Curator at the Switch Room Galleries, Belfast March 06 – March 07. She is currently Project Manager of the RSUA Two Minds Art and Architecture Initiative.  O'Kane Boal has written extensively on art and architecture.  She writes regularly for the Irish Arts Review, Circa, Perspective, Living Design and the Buyers Guide to Irish Art. She has also written for Architecture Ireland, Contemporary and the Visual Artists Newssheet.  She is a Director on the board of the Context Galleries, Derry and North West Correspondent for Perspective since 2002.

O'Kane Boal's work includes monographs on John Kindness, Deborah Brown, Brian Ballard, Bernie Masterson, and Adrian O'Connell.  She is currently writing catalogues on Helen Gaynor and John Philip Murray.  In October 2006 she conceived and curated 'John Kindness: Retrospective 1986-2006' for the Switch Room Galleries, Belfast.  She has curated a number of major exhibitions including ‘Brian Ballard –Solo Exhibition,’ and ‘Group 91-Fifteen Years On,’ Switch Room Galleries, Belfast ‘Deborah Brown-Cast in Nature,’ the largest sculptural exhibition of the artist’s work to date in 2002 at the Waterfront Hall, Belfast and ‘New Irish Painting’ 2005 featuring twenty-five students from NCAD at the Context Galleries, Derry.  She has curated over thirty exhibitions at Cavanacor Gallery 1999-2007.  O’Kane Boal is part of the National Executive of AICA (The International Association of Art Critics).

In her capacity as Visual Arts Officer, O’Kane Boal represented the Arts Council of Northern Ireland on a number of public art selection panels for major commissions.  She also liased with the art co-ordinators at major hospitals in Northern Ireland overseeing delivery of the integrated artworks projects at the Mater Hospital under Vivien Burnside and Part II of the Royal Hospital’s project under Philip Napier.  When working for the Department of the Environment in Derry in 1999, O’Kane Boal was responsible for drafting Northern Ireland’s first Public Art Commissioning Strategy for the City of Derry.  She lectured for a number of years, acting as a Faculty Member and Adjunct Professor for Boston University Dublin Internship Programme 1999-2003, also acting as Guest Lecturer for the Institute of Irish Studies at Queens University and the North-Eastern University, Boston.

Overall O’Kane Boal has been actively involved in arts and architecture in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland for seven years, working as curator, researcher, consultant, interviewer, critic, advisor, and lecturer.  Her principal interests are visual art, architecture, curation, arts criticism and art education.
